
 
 

2019 10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment (Due September 13, 2019) 

 

 

Character trait is a term that describes the individual aspects of a character’s personality. One 

character will have more than one trait that describes his/her personality; for example, a person 

can both friendly and smart. If you need help thinking of character traits, you can search for 

character traits in any search engine to find printed lists. To note character traits you need to…. 

▪ Highlight or underline an excerpt from the text that shows the character’s personality 

▪ Write a note to explain the character trait: 

o What is the character trait that this quote reveals? 

o How do you know this? 

Sample Excerpt for Character Traits Sample Note on Character Traits 

From Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons 

 

“She was dressed in a plain brown skirt and 

white blouse. On her feet were sensible, wide, 

flat, shoes. She did not wear makeup. Even 

though she had a pleasant, round face and 

long curly hair, the main impression I got was 

that she was used to being plain and ordinary, 

that she was not supposed to do anything 

shocking” (Creech 17). 

 

 

Phoebe’s mother, Mrs. Norma Winterbottom, 

is a respectable woman. She dresses in simple 

clothes and doesn’t do anything to make 

herself look beautiful. When the narrator says 

that Mrs. Winterbottom isn’t supposed to be 

shocking in any way, it shows that she is 

trying to be respectable. 

Directions: This summer you will read Unwind. As you read, you will make notes on 

character traits, character motivations, and the conflicts. 

 
Book Information: 

Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

Reading Level: Ages 12-17 

ISBN: 978-1416912040 

Summary: Connor, Risa, and Lev are running for their lives. The Second Civil War was 

fought over reproductive rights. The chilling resolution: Life is inviolable from the moment 

of conception until age thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, however, parents 

can have their child “unwound,” whereby all of the child’s organ are transplanted into 

different recipients, so life doesn’t technically end. Connor is too difficult for his parents to 

control. Risa, a ward of the state, is not talented enough to be kept alive. And Lev is a tithe, a 

child conceived and raised to be unwound. Together, they may have a chance to escape—and 

to survive. 

 



 
 

 

Conflict is a term that describes instances in a novel when a problem occurs. The characters can 

experience minor conflicts (like verbal or non-verbal arguments) and major conflicts (like fights 

or wars). To not conflict you need to… 

▪ Highlight or underline an excerpt from the text that shows a conflict 

▪ Write a note to explain conflict: 

o What is the problem? 

o How do you know this? 

 

Sample Excerpt for Conflict Sample Note on Conflict 

From Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons 

 

“’I am not a goose,’ I said. ‘I already had 

dessert, and I’m going home to work on my 

English report.’ My father turned to Margaret. 

‘I’d better go with her. Sorry—’ Margaret 

didn’t say anything. She just stood there as 

my father retrieved his jacket and joined me. I 

knew it was mean, but I felt as if I had won a 

little victory over Margaret Cadaver” (Creech 

77). 

 

 

Sal is upset with Margaret because she is a 

daily reminder that her mother is gone. After 

Phoebe’s mother disappears,  too, Sal does 

her best to remove the reminder of her own 

missing mother by being mean to Margaret. 

 

 

 

Character motivation is a term that describes the reasons why a character has a particular 

thought or did a particular action. To note character motivation you need to… 

▪ Highlight or underline an excerpt from the text that shows why a character does or thinks 

something in your story. 

▪ Write a note to explain the motivation: 

o What did the character think or do? 

o Why did the character think or do this? 

 

Sample Excerpt for Character Motivation Sample Note on Character Motivation 

From Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons 

 

“In the shop attached to the pipe museum, 

Gramps bought two peace pipes. One was for 

him and one was for me. ‘It’s not for smoking 

with,’ he said. It’s for remembering with’” 

(Creech 41). 

 

 

Gramps bought two pipes so both he and Sal 

can remember the trip they took together. 

 

*This motivation is directly said in the text. 



 
 

From Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons 

 

“AT SCHOOK THE NEXT DAY, Phoebe 

wore a fixed expression: a sealed, thin smile. 

It must have been hard for her to maintain that 

smile, because by the time English class came 

around, her chin was quivering from the 

strain” (Creech 72). 

 

 

Phoebe likes order, so when her mother left, 

she is feeling lost. She doesn’t want anyone to 

know how she is feeling, so she fakes a smile. 

 

*This motivation is not directly stated in 

the text. You have to use clues to figure out 

why the character did/thought what she 

did. 

  



 
 

Summer Reading Annotation 

Title of Novel: ___________________________________________________________ 

Author: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Character Trait (quote) Annotations 

Which character trait describes this 

character? How do you know this? 

  

  

Conflict (quote) Annotations 

What is the conflict for the character? Why is 

this a problem? 

  

  



 
 

Character Motivation (quote) Annotations 

Why did the character do/say what they did? 

  

  

 

Activity 

Create a fake Facebook account at http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page and put up at least 

10 posts about a certain character from the book. Also put up at least 3 friends he/she might 

have. 

http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page


 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 


